
NEWS OF ZION LUTHERAN | ANOKA DECEMBER 2021

In-Person Worship
5 pm (Sat)
8, 9 & 11 am (Sun)

Livestream Worship
5 pm (Sat) 
8, 9 & 11 am (Sun)

Cable TV
5 pm (Sat)
10 am & 5 pm (Sun)

Radio Broadcast
106.1 (BOB-FM)
9 am (Sun)

GOSPEL READINGS

December 4-5
Luke 3:1-6

December 11-12
Luke 3:7-18

December 18-19
Luke 1:39-45

December 26
Luke 2:41-52

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Zion 152 Years - Living in Faith
If you have not yet returned your Stewardship Commitment for 2022, please mail it 
in, drop it off at the church office or place it in one of the offering boxes on Sunday. 
We appreciate you returning your pledge for 2022. If you have misplaced your 
stewardship material, extra copies are available at the front desk or you may go to 
www.zionanoka.org and click on the “2022 Pledge” button and complete the form 
online. Thank you for your faithful support of Zion’s Mission and Ministry!

Christmas Choral Cantata - December 19
Dr. Jonathan Campbell and Zion’s Adult Choir are preparing “A Christmas Cantata”, 
a five-movement work for choir, string quartet and piano by David von Kampen, a 
young American composer with texts by Lutheran pastor and hymn writer, Paul 
Gerhardt (1607-1676) and the Gospel of John. Watch for more information about this 
cantata in upcoming E-updates and Life Together bulletin inserts.

Year-End Giving
The church will be closed Monday, December 27 (Christmas holiday) and Friday, 
December 31 (New Year’s holiday). Please drop off your year-end gifts by 5 p.m. on 
December 30 or mail them (postmarked) by December 31 or give online at 
www.zionanoka.org by December 31. Thank You!

Christmas Eve & Day Worship
DECEMBER 24 with communion
12 p.m., 1:30 p.m., 3 p.m., 4:30 p.m.*, 7:30 p.m.* & 10 p.m.* 
(*candlelight services) in-person and online

Radio broadcast on BOB-FM (106.1): 4:30 p.m. & 10 p.m.

Cable TV (Ch. 6): 1:30 p.m. & 4:30 p.m.

Nursery Care: 1:30 p.m., 3 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. by reservation
Call the church office 763-421-4656 to pre-register your child for the 
nursery at these Christmas Eve Services

DECEMBER 25 with communion
10 a.m. in-person and online (note: no Sat. evening service)

Enclosed in this Herald is a special envelope for your Christmas Offering
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Announcing a Wonderful Opportunity as we Move Forward in Faith! 

total matching gift of $300,000

New gifts of any amount

What does this mean?   

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 

As you consider your year-end giving, please consider this special opportunity to pay it 
forward for future generations of Zion Lutheran Church!    Please indicate your special 
gift when you make it, and call the church office to be connected with someone if you 
have questions.   



Parenting Jesus
By Colleen Nelson

When I think of the circumstances surrounding Jesus’ birth, the word miracle comes to mind. After all, Mary 
was a virgin when Jesus (God’s Son) was conceived by the Holy Spirit. That alone is miraculous but it’s just the 
beginning of an amazing journey Mary and Joseph unwittingly embark on. At this juncture, Mary is acutely aware 
she hasn’t committed adultery, yet cannot find the words to explain her predicament. Joseph, on the other hand, 
considers divorcing his betrothed, knowing the child is not his flesh and blood. To help allay young Mary and 
Joseph’s angst, God sends an angel to share the Heavenly Father’s plan for Mary to give birth to his Son, the 
Messiah. The pregnancy advances without interruption, in spite of the treacherous journey the parents-to-be 
undergo over rough and grueling topography to satisfy a census requirement. Once in Bethlehem, Mary gives 
birth to the Christ Child in the humblest of surroundings, a stable. God’s plan is not lost on either parent as baby 
Jesus not only lives but thrives, especially since at that time less than half of the live births survived to see their 
first birthday. And let’s not forget how the family of three traveled to Egypt in order to flee from King Herod’s 
decree to eradicate all male children in Jesus’ age range. Who tipped them off? Once again, an angel of the Lord. 
Following God’s plan is noble but we know first-hand how difficult it is to adopt as a way of life. Granted, these 
parents were visited by an angel more than once, which is worth extra points, but they were still human like us. 
Being open to God’s will in our lives places us on the same trajectory as Mary and Joseph. It is through faith that 
we are strengthened and equipped to follow God’s plan and knowing that the Holy Spirit is always present will 
take us from living in Christ to thriving in Christ.

Upcoming Baptism Class
If you would like to know more about baptism at Zion, we will be having a baptism 
class on Sunday, January 9 at 10 a.m. Baptisms are part of worship either Saturdays 
at 5 p.m. or at our blended service on Sunday mornings at 11 a.m. Contact Kristine 
kjohnson@zionanoka.org or Pastor Connie ctiede@zionanoka.org to register.

Fare For All - December Holiday Pack
Fare For All will be indoors at Zion (enter Door 2) on Thursday, December 9 from 
4–6 p.m. The Holiday Pack consists of: Jamestown Carving Ham (bone-in 6-7 lbs.), 
Boneless Rotisserie Chicken (2.5 lbs.), Hormel Pork Tenderloin (1+ lbs.), Garlic 
Smoked Sausage (13 oz.), Sweet Corn (1 lb.), Turkey Breakfast Links (20 oz.), and 
Fruit Pie (27 oz.). All for $30. Contents are frozen and are subject to change. Limit 
one per household. Fare for All prefers debit, credit and EBT payments, however, cash is accepted. All are welcome 
– face masks are required.

welcome



worship

The Season of Advent
Slow down, dear church. Slow down and breathe.

We don’t want to slow down – after having to stop so many things last year, we are ready to go full steam ahead! 
In this season when the cultural gravity pushes us down the hill to Christmas way too fast, it’s time to apply the 
brakes and slow down. As countercultural as that may seem, there’s too much to hear, too much to see, too much 
to experience, too much to take in to hurry through Advent. We sit with Isaiah and his people who longingly 
waited for the coming of the Promised One. We stand with John the Baptist as he calls God’s people to prepare the 
way of the Lord.

This slowing down makes room for the Spirit to show us those things in our own hearts and in our own 
congregations and systems that we might rather leave undisturbed and unacknowledged. The Advent scriptures 
urge repentance, another practice that is best not hurried through. It may not be pleasant to acknowledge the 
places in our lives where we have wandered; nor is it delightful to hear a word about a God who has standards and 
who is angry at both individual and corporate sin. Still, that word stands front and center in the Advent scriptures 
and begs to be discussed in a culture that makes no room for such things.

The Advent season is by nature countercultural. Advent teaching requires care so the calls to repentance and the 
demands for justice can be heard. Care is also required so they don’t become another set of “shoulds,” burdening 
the hearer with yet one more thing to do when they are already pressured by full calendars, long to-do lists, and 
overwhelming expectations. Rather, in the way of the gospel, the call and the demand are preached as invitations 
to enter into the life of God, who is about to change everything in the gift of Christmas. God is about to come, not 
as an angry judge but as a human among us. This is good news upon which to linger and for which we patiently 
prepare. Allowing the time to pause here in Advent will reap the rewards of patient, thoughtful, prayerful 
preparation for God’s coming among us.

Blue Christmas Worship - Sunday, December 19 at 6:30 p.m.
The winter solstice is the longest night and the beginning of winter in the northern hemisphere.

In a few days many of us will gather to celebrate the Nativity of Our Lord, the arrival of Jesus Christ, God in human 
form. December 25 is celebrated as Christmas because it had been incorrectly identified as the winter solstice. 
What the early Christians intended for this feast was not a birthday party for baby Jesus but rather a feast of 
proclamation. God arrives by way of deep darkness. Christians wanted to tell the world that God, the maker of the 
cosmos, chose to lovingly draw near to our broken world by way of a human birth on the longest night of the year. 
God’s love for us goes deep and does not fade or change with the seasons. It is richer and more plentiful than the 
darkness of night, blazing brighter than the noonday sun of late June.

For many, the lack of daylight intensifies other suffering. The weight of depression grows heavier when light is 
scarce. We get stressed out when our calendars fill with extra social obligations. We fear interactions with family 
members that have been difficult in the past. What an opportunity, then, to share that the message of Christmas 
is specifically sent for those in pain and suffering. It is not that “all is merry and bright.” Rather, it is the abiding 
truth that God seeks to be with us, even when we are “blue.”

On Sunday, December 19 we will be reminded that through our struggles and pain, there is one who comes to us 
to take our burdens and brings us light.



grow

New Small Group Study Coming in January
Beginning the week of January 3 we will start a 4-week study on the book Gracism by David A. Anderson.

“The parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor.” 1 Corinthians 12:23

When people deal with color, class or culture in a negative way, that’s racism. But the answer is not to ignore 
these as if they don’t matter. Instead, we can look at color, class and culture in a positive way. That’s gracism.

Pastor David Anderson responds to prejudice and injustice with the principle of gracism: radical inclusion for the 
marginalized and excluded. Building on the apostle Paul’s exhortations in 1 Corinthians 12 to honor the weaker 
member, Anderson presents a biblical model for showing special grace to others on the basis of ethnicity, class or 
other social distinction. He offers seven sayings of the gracist with practical examples for building bridges and 
including others.

A Christian alternative to secular models of affirmative action or colorblindness, gracism is an opportunity to 
extend God’s grace to people of all backgrounds.

Sign up today for a small group at the Welcome Desk. Books are available for $12 at the front desk.

Small Group Study - “Vanishing Grace” concludes
Our small group study of Vanishing Grace by bestselling author Philip Yancey concludes in December. Join Yancey 
as he shows us how we can share grace in a compelling way, and thus bring the healing power of good news to our 
badly divided society. Below is the schedule for the remaining two sessions.
• Week of November 29: Session 4 – Is It Really Good News?
• Week of December 6: Session 5 – Holy Subversives

Sunday Adult Forums
Join us each Sunday morning at 10 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall for our Sunday Adult Forums. Listed below is the 
schedule for the upcoming weeks:
• December 5: Faithful: Christmas through the Eyes of Joseph - The Journey to Bethlehem. We will finish up our 

4-week study on Joseph.
• December 12 and 19: A History of Carols - Join us in the CLC as we listen to the history of some of our favorite 

Christmas Carols and have a hymn sing as we prepare for Christmas!
• December 26 and January 2: No forums.

Zion Pages - January Discussion
Mark your calendars now! On January 24 we will be discussing Ernest Hemingway’s For Whom the Bell Tolls. In 
1937 Hemingway traveled to Spain to cover the civil war there for the North American Newspaper Alliance. Three 
years later he completed the greatest novel to emerge from “the good fight” and one of the foremost classics of 
war literature. All are welcome as we discuss one of the best war novels ever written.

Zion Pages meets via Zoom on the 4th Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. Contact Pastor Sue Wallager for Zoom 
invite.



Trunk or Treat - A Spooktacular Event!
On October 31, Trunk or Treat was back at Zion! This community event is quickly becoming a yearly tradition with 
over 250 trick-or-treaters participating this year. Overall, approximately 500 people attended. Thank you to Zion 
volunteers who decorated their trunks and worked at the event. A “boo-tiful” time was had by all!

Snow Tubing Family Event at Elm Creek
Time for some outdoor fun! We welcome you to join us at the Elm Creek Winter 
Recreation Area for a snow tubing family event on Wednesday, December 22 from 
5:30-8 p.m. Families can purchase tickets directly from Elm Creek Park Reserve’s 
website 14 days in advance at $15 per person for 2 hours of snow tubing. Riders must 
be at least 36” tall or 4 years of age. More information about snow tubing at Elm Creek Winter Recreation Area 
can be found on their website https://www.threeriversparks.org/activity/tubing.

High School Lock-In
Dec 3-4 | 8 pm - 6 am | Zion Lutheran Church
We’re having another lock-in! Games, food, fellowship, and service, all packed into one epic night! The night will 
start off with some introductions and challenge games followed by a Nerf War and some late night favorites, such 
as sardines, and ending with free time for all. We’ll be putting together Matthew Bags for youth to give out to 
homeless people as well. Cost for the event is $5. For COVID safety policies and more info, please check out our 
blog post: https://zionhsministry.blogspot.com/2021/11/high-school-lock-in-dec-3-4-8-pm-to-6-am.html.

Kid City and Tot Town News
Kid City and Tot Town, our Sunday School ministries for kids and families from birth-grade 5, will enjoy several 
fun activities in December.

Sunday, December 12, 10 a.m. in Fellowship Hall: Families will gather for “The First Night,” a retelling of the 
Christmas Story through an interactive, shadow play presented by Zion kids. The play will also be recorded and 
shared with the congregation at the 11 a.m. worship service on December 19.

Sunday, December 19, 10 a.m. in Fellowship Hall: Christmas Craft Hour for parents and kids! Families can 
choose from a variety of crafts and ornaments to make as gifts to give away or treasures to keep!

Kid City and Tot Town will take a break December 26 and January 2 and will resume on January 9. For more  
information, contact Ann acampbell@zionanoka.org or Lee lneitge@zionanoka.org.

grow



care

Baptisms
Nov 13- Victor Archbold
Nov 21 - Lacy Laidlaw
Nov 28 - Brooke Weikert

Cara Fish
Kathy Goenner
Craig Bakken
Carol Buelow
Lois Peterson
Kristine Johnson
Isaac & Beth Quarberg
Glenn & Colleen Virgin
Greg & Ann Bergeron

Support Our Radio Broadcast on BOB-FM
Thank you to these recent supporters of the Radio Broadcast Fund:

Winter Clothing Drive
Anoka Middle School is in need of the following winter items for students: gloves, mittens and socks (for both 
boys and girls). If you can help with any of these items please drop them off in the bin located in the lower 
commons. Thank you for your support!

Divorce Support Group
Anyone who has been or is going through a separation or divorce is welcome to attend this ongoing weekly 
Divorce Care Series, 7 p.m. on Monday evenings in the Legacy Room. If you have questions, please email Sandy 
Wallace sandylwallace@yahoo.com.

Hospital Visits and Pastoral Care
If you or a family member are in the hospital or have had a change in your health status and would like a pastoral
visit, please call the church office at 763-421-4656, email Kristine kjohnson@zionanoka.org or Pastor Sue
swallager@zionanoka.org or let any of the pastors know. The pastoral staff are very happy to visit you and
provide pastoral care.

Matthew Bags
Matthew Bags are now available at the Welcome Desk for you to pick up to give to a needy person that you 
encounter. Each bag contains water, food bars, personal hygiene items and socks.

about our people

Elaine Silpala in memory of Mauno
Hannah Circle in memory of Carol Sundeen
Roger & Marilyn Roelofs in memory of Carol Sundeen
Oren & Carol Larson in memory of Roger Klimstra
Barb Hauff in memory of Gene
Zion Circles monthly offering

New Members
Marjorie & James Mudge
Emily, Ryan, Quentin & 
Victoria Bistodeau

Deaths
Phyllis Leef
Betty McPherson
Jewell Orsund
Bruce Perry

Deaths
Judith Pfuhl
Joan Neuenfeldt
David Privette
Gary Munkholm



care

Remembering the Saints in Our Lives
All Saints Sunday is a time when we pause to remember the saints who have gone before us. Below is a list of 
those who were remembered at Zion on November 7.

 

Kyle Aker 

Irene Alexander 

Gerald Anderson 

Jeffery Atwood  

Catherine Babcock 

Christine Bell 

Deloris Benson 

Kendall Benson 

John Bernu 

Duane Blaska 

Lauraine Blaska 

Dennis Carlson 

Elwood Carlson 

Patricia Carlson 

William Chamberlain 

Darlene Cullen 

Jeanne Edwardson 

Arleen (Sharon) Fischer 

Jerome Gau 

Ronald Gould 

Larry Graham 

Reuben Groehler 

Deborah Gulstad 

Tom Hammer 

Amidore (Gene) Hauff 

Shirley Haugen 

David Herbold 

Katie Herrala 

Sandra Herrmann 

Bradley Holmbo 

Helen Jacobsen 

Arlene Janckila 

Dolores Jeska 

Lorraine Johnson 

Ronald Johnson 

Leona Kinzler 

Roger Klimstra 

Delores Knott 

James Lanerd 

Beverly Larson 

Cindy Larson 

Stanley Liedman 

Joan Lillemoen 

Bonnie Lincoln 

Robert Lindeen 

Kay Lord-Gasal 

Cyndi Magaard 

June Maki 

Jochen Markstrom 

John Martin 

Melvin McCormick 

Bea McGillivray 

Regenea McKenzie 

Ava Mingo 

Brooklyn Mingo 

Marilyn Mueller 

Benita Mulbah 

Kris Newmann 

LeRoy Nohr 

Cleone (Connie) Novotny 

Douglas Olson 

Lyla Pagels 

Robert Parta 

Bruce Perry 

Judith Pfuhl 

Gayle Plumley 

James Porter 

Jeffrey Pugh 

Lois Rickard 

Rose Marie Robideau 

Michael Schmitz 

Joseph Sharpe III 

Gary Siewert 

Mauno Silpala 

Ruth Soderman 

Robert Steenerson 

Carol Sundeen 

Darryl Wangsness 

Steve West 

Dean Zaudtke 

Joe Zimmerman 

 

 

 

In Loving Memory 
  



poinsettia garden

Zion Caring Trees
Zion Caring Trees support four local agencies: Alexandra House, Anoka Metro Regional Treatment Center, 
Stepping Stones Emergency Housing and Bridgeview Drop-in Center at Lee Carlson Center. This year we are 
collecting gift cards for Walmart and Target and will distribute them to all four agencies. Gift cards can be 
dropped off at Zion during business hours. In order to get the gift cards to the agencies in a timely manner for 
Christmas, we ask that you bring them in by December 12.

Every Meal Volunteers Needed
Zion Lutheran Church has partnered with Lincoln Elementary, Trinity Episcopal Church and Every Meal to help 
feed children and their families when they are not in school. We need volunteers to place a bag of food into 
backpacks of Lincoln Elementary students, typically on Fridays, but also the last day before a break. Sign up now 
at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409094eaba62aab9-every. For more information about Every Meal go to 
https://www.everymeal.org/ or contact Pastor Connie ctiede@zionanoka.org.

Zion’s School Partnerships
About 10 years ago, Anoka-Hennepin School District began to encourage partnerships between their schools and 
neighboring churches. Since that time, Zion has developed a continuing relationship with Lincoln Elementary 
and Anoka Middle Schools. Occasionally Zion has also done some special projects with Anoka High School. Many 
of you have been active participants in this ongoing venture. You have brought in bags of school supplies, winter 
outerwear, and generously given monetarily to various needs of our school partners. In addition to our monetary 
and material donations to our school partners, Zion members have also given their time and talents to benefit 
students and their families. At Lincoln, we help with Every Meal, a heartwarming weekly task of filling needy 
students’ backpacks with food for the weekend. At Anoka Middle School, Zion members have monitored the 
halls during lunch, served as judges at science fairs and helped with various other special events. Five to six Zion 
representatives (both staff and lay people) serve on the District #11 Faith Community Partnership Committee. 
This group of 30-40 people from various District #11 departments and area congregations meets 3 or 4 times a 
year to discuss and share the numerous needs and services for our students. In the end, all of these worthwhile 
activities happen because of the contributions of our Zion Family.

serve

Help decorate Zion’s Sanctuary by donating to the memorial poinsettia garden in memory or in 
honor of someone special. Memorials are $15 each. To order, fill out the coupon below and mail 
it back with your payment or pick up an envelope at the front desk. Envelopes must be returned 
by Wednesday, December 15.

Given By:___________________________________________Amount Enclosed:______________

In Honor Of______________________________________________________________________________________________________

In Memory Of____________________________________________________________________________________________________

cut here
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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WELCOME
You are invited, you are welcome to 
come and experience God’s love at 
Zion Lutheran Church.

CONTACT US
1601 4th Avenue 
Anoka MN 55303 
763.421.4656 
www.zionanoka.org

zion pre-k turkey - feathers galore!

Zion Pre-K recently held a food drive 
and collected over 500 lbs of food! 

Each feather on their turkey represents 
an item of food donated by preschool 

families. All donations go to ACBC (Anoka 
County Brotherhood Council) food shelf!!


